Dear MLA/Premier/Health Minister,
I am writing on behalf of (insert organization name here). We want to formally voice our support for improved Palliative Care services in Nova Scotia.

The Department of Health and local District Health Authorities need more designated Palliative Care funding and we need province-wide change.  The need is clear - the current system is not fair and it is not working. As a result, our friends and neighbors are suffering.
· 80% of people want to die at home, but 70% are forced to die in hospital because there are not enough services in place to allow them proper care at home.
· Nova Scotians have their end-of-life medications covered if they die in hospital, but not if they die at home. Unfortunately the last choice they ever make is often based on their pocketbook, not their preference.

· Palliative care is only available in certain communities at certain times of day. Where you live and when you die determines the level of care you will or won’t receive.

· In some parts of the province people are dying on palliative care waiting lists.
· If a family can’t provide palliative care in Nova Scotia many patients are sent into long-term care and the “100 km rule” then applies. This means people are often forced to die 100 kilometers from their homes and families.
The solution is clear. We need a comprehensive, province-wide system of palliative care, which the government has promised on numerous occasions, but never delivered.
We know that the Nova Scotia Hospice Palliative Association is campaigning and advocating for this much-needed change and we fully support and stand beside them in this request.
We are formally asking you to provide the funding necessary to allow all terminally ill Nova Scotians the chance to live well as long as possible and die with dignity. 

We look forward to hearing from you about your plans to address this important issue.

Sincerely,

(Name)
(Title)

